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FOUNDATION

•God loves justice and stands on the side of the oppressed
• Injustice in our educational system
•Christian education – “to change the world by making it a 

place of human flourishing” and “to prepare students for the 
life and work of the Kingdom”1

• “When I see the image of God being crushed, I show up.”2 



EQUALITY, EQUITY, AND JUSTICE

• Educational inequality: clear, staggering, pervasive
• Equality – sameness – schools should offer all students the same 

education
• Equity – fairness – giving each student what they need to be successful; 

equal opportunity
• To seek justice – “. . . to try to alter that situation so that it is no longer a 

situation of injustice.”3



EDUCATIONAL INEQUALITY: AN OVERVIEW

• achievement gaps
• graduation rates, student attainment
• school funding
• teacher quality
• school disciplinary practices
• school curriculum



THE NESTED NATURE OF INEQUALITY4 

• State to state

• District to district

• School to school

• Classroom to classroom



UNDERSTANDING THE NESTED NATURE OF 
INEQUALITY

•Historical, cultural, and social analysis

•School and classroom factors



THE NESTED NATURE OF INEQUITY

Socio-cultural 
analysis

Structures and 
systems

Classroom



HISTORICAL, CULTURAL, SOCIAL ANALYSIS

• structural understanding vs. deficit ideology

• historical legacies

• segregation

• social class – (92%, 81%, 77% - 77%, 41%, 9%)

• power and privilege

• neighborhood influences



SCHOOL AND CLASSROOM FACTORS

• Teacher inequality

• School disciplinary practices

• Curriculum and Identity

• Instructional practices

• Quality of education: raising test scores or a “thinking curriculum” that 
promotes flourishing



SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATORS?

•Does our school contribute to educational inequality in our 
community?

•Does our school disrupt inequity and injustice in our society?



•Do the curriculum and instruction in my classroom disrupt 
inequities experienced by my students? If not, what am I going 
to do about it?
•Do the curriculum and instruction in my classroom prepare my 

students to confront injustice in our society and to change the 
world to make it a place of human flourishing for all of God’s 
children?  If not, what am I going to do about it?



A PATH FORWARD . . .

1. A biblical vision of justice and shalom – when we see inequity 
and injustice, we find a wounded God; we witness the image of 
God being denied.



2. Awareness and understanding – “Awareness of our situation 
must come before inner changes, which in turn come before 
changes in society. Nothing happens in the ‘real’ world unless it 
first happens in the images of our head.”5 



3. Equity literacy6:   

•ability to recognize equity

•ability to respond to inequity

•ability to redress inequity in the long term

• sustaining equity in the face of criticism



PATH TO EQUITY

“. . . there is no path to educational equity that does not involve 
a redistribution of access and opportunity”7 



4. Justice-driven decision-making:

• structures and policies

• curriculum

• teaching and learning

•assessment 



5. Rethinking success and failure

•how do we define and model success?

•meeting the needs of all students



GENESIS18:19

For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is 
right and just . . . .



JEREMIAH 22:15,16

“He did what was right and just, so all went well with him.  He 
defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well. Is 
that not what it means to know me?” declares the LORD. 
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