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Have you ever noticed an internal logical flaw in the Apostles' Creed? As a mathematician, I am probably especially sensitive to things not being in proper logical order. Careful reading of textbooks or papers can sometimes lead to discoveries of places where the author assumes a definition or uses a theorem which is not stated or proved until later. Though this usually just leads to a quick rearrangement of the text by an embarrassed author, sometimes it can result in the whole logical argument falling like a house of cards.

If you recite the Creed with this in mind, you may find the ``mix-up" to which I refer. The Creed begins by proclaiming belief in God the Father and in Jesus Christ - God the Son. But then notice that belief in the Third Person of the trinity - the Holy Spirit - is not asserted until later: ``I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy catholic church . . . " Yet before this point, the work of the Holy Spirit is already mentioned in regard to the conception of Jesus. Thus in the Creed we are making mention of the action of One whose existence we have not yet confessed.

A mistake? Is a rewrite in order? Can the arrangement be easily corrected, or is this an indication that something is amiss? As someone who often finds blocks of time during sermons for independent thinking, I have pondered how the creed might be restated in such a way as to eliminate the problem. It is surprisingly intractable and subtle. Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, yet Jesus eventually sent the Spirit, and the purpose of the Spirit is to glorify Christ. The problem seems to occur because the three Persons of the Godhead are mysteriously interrelated and dependent.

Thus what first appears to be a problem may instead be an indication of the mystical complexity and non-comprehensibility of God.  ``Behold, God is great and we know him not," Job's friend declares. The Apostle Paul agrees, `` . . . the things of God, knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God."  With scripture attesting from first to last to the total otherness of God, we ought not find it surprising that whenever we try to explain the person or action of God in human constructs - whether it be via a creed or otherwise - that we find ourselves confronted with a paradox. But, instead of being frustrated by our failed attempts, like the scripture writers we can rejoice in the richness of our Creator.

